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MARY ANN TURTON 

1809- 1848 

The fourth child born to Isaac and Sarah was another daughter they named Mary Ann.  She was 

born Mar 24
th
 1809 and christened Apr 23

rd
 1809 in the Lower Street Wesleyan Church in Newcastle 

Under Lyme, Staffordshire. 
i
  

Like her older sister Eliza, Mary Ann married a Methodist minister. Mary Ann married the Rev. 

Robert Spence Hardy on July 23
rd
 1835 in Bradford, Yorkshire.

ii

 

Robert was born at Preston Jul 1
st
 1803 in Lancashire County.  When he was sixteen years of age 

he was sent to live with his maternal grandfather, Robert Spence.  Robert Sr. was a printer and bookseller 

in the city of York.   

While in his care, Robert was introduced into the Methodist Society and became very much a 

believer.  In 1825 he entered the 

Christian ministry, and was ordained at 

Portsmouth.  The following day Robert 

left for Ceylon with two other 

Missionaries, who laid the foundation of 

the Ceylon Mission.  Robert was very 

earnest and faithful and made many long 

journeys on foot to reach distant areas 

who otherwise would not hear the word 

of God.
iii
 

After their marriage Robert took 

Mary Ann back to Ceylon with him.  

While there they had four children: Emily 

Ann (1838) in Colpetty, Colombo; 

Louisa Margaret (1839), Edwin Spence 

(1842) and Alfred Spence (1843). 
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A tragic event occurred in the lives of Robert and Mary Ann.  After the birth of Emily Ann, Mary 

Annôs health was not good.  She was offered a free passage to Trincomalee and back, aboard the ship 

ñAfricaò, under the care of Captain Skeleton.  About forty miles from Trincomalee, the vessel struck a 

rock and in less than 10 minutes sunk.  All of the passengers, including Mary Ann and Emily escaped 

wearing only their night-dresses.  The passengers and crew were exposed for twenty-four hours in an 

open boat without cover, water or bread.  Mary Annôs face was ñburned into one large running sore by the 

sunò.
iv
 

Robert was contacted and he rode cross country to be with her.  Mary Ann never fully recovered 

from the ordeal and was ill for several years.  When she was able Mary Ann devoted much attention to a 

native school helping the children.  

While in Ceylon, Robert studied the literature of the Buddhists and his research and results were 

published in both English and Sanskrit.  Because of Robertôs ability to read Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 

French, Portuguese, Singhalese, Pali, and Sanskrit he had no difficulty in reading the copious literature in 

several different languages. 

The family returned to England in 1848, and at the young age of forty, Mary Ann died Dec 17
th
, 

18 at Hebden Bridge, near Halifax, Yorkshire.
v
 
vi
 

            
vii

 

 

 

 

 

Robert is found living in the Lambeth Parish, London with two of his children Alfred S. and 

Emily A.  Robert is the Wesleyan Minister of the Lambeth Chapel.
viii

 

In 1862 Robert returned to Ceylon, initially to inspect and report on the mission there, however 

during the voyage out, the superintendent Rev. DJ Gogerly died.  Upon his arrival Rev. Hardy assumed 

the role of superintendent and remained on the island until 1865.  After Robertôs return to England he 

lived his remaining three years at Headingly, Yorkshire.  
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Robert died unexpectedly on Apr 16
th
 1868, at the age of 65. He suffered from pain and 

restlessness but was cheerful to the end and died while attended by his daughters. 
ix
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