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MARY ANN TURTON
1809- 1848

The fourth child born to Isaac and Sarah &aether daughter they namithry Ann. She was
born Mar 24' 1809 and christened Apr 931809 in the Lower Street Wesleyan Church in Newcastle
Under Lyme, Staffordshiré.

Like her older sister Eliza, Mary Ann married a Methodist minid#ary Ann married the Rev.
Spence Hardy on July 23 1835 in Bradford, Yorkshire.
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[Teap, 3.1, vicar, the Rev. R, Spence ilardy, of the island of
Ceylon, Wesleyan missionary, to blary Anne, third daughter
of the Rev, Isnac Turton, Weslevan minister, of Dradford.

Robert

Robert was born at Preston J&l1B03 in Lancashire County. When he was sixteen yeageof
hewas sent to live with his maternal grandfather, Robert Spence. Robert Sr. was a printer and booksel
in the city of York.
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A tragic event occurred in the lives of Robert and Mary Ann. After the birth of Emily Ann, Mary
Annds health was not good. She was, aboérfithe shigpd a
AnAfricabo, under the care of Captain Skeleton.
rock and in less than 10 minutes sunk. dlithe passengers, including Mary Ann and Emily escaped
wearing only their nightiresses. The pasggers and crew were exposed for twdbty hours in an
openboawi t hout cover, water or bread. Mary Annods
sufo.

Robert was contacted and he rode cross cotmtipg with her. Mary Ann never fully cevered
from the ordeal and was ill for several years. When she was able Mary Ann devoted much attention tc
native school helping the children.

While in Ceylon, Robert studied the literature of the Buddtaiats hisresearch and results were
publishedin both English and SanskritBecause ofRoberb s a b irelad ltatin, Greek, Hebrew,
French,Portuguese, Singhalese, Pali, @ahskrit he had no difficulty in reading the copious literature in
several different languages.

The family returned t&ngland in 1848, and at the young age of forty, Mary Ann died D&¢c 17
18 at Hebden Bridge, near Halifax, YorksHire.
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o Ou Sunday, Dec. 17, at Hebden Bridge, near Halifax, in the 40th
€T year of her age, Manry ANNk, wife of the Rev. R. SPENCE Harpy,
'r:i late Missionary in Ceylon, daughter of the Rev. Isaac Turton, ot
€d | Leeds, and sister of the Revs. Charles Turtou, of Deal, and Henry
e":: Turton, of New Zealand.

Robert is found living in the Lambeth Parish, London with two of his children Alfred S. and
Emily A. Robert is thé&Vesleyan Minister of the Lambeth Cha}jel.

In 1862 Robert returned to Ceylon, initially to inspect and report on the mission there, howeve
during the voyage out, the superintendent Rev. DJ Gogerly dipdn hisarrival Rev Hardy assumed
the role of superintendent ancemained on the island until 186%\fter Roberd s r te England he
lived his remaining thregears aHeadingly, Yorkshire
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Robert died unexpectedign Apr 16" 1868 at the age of 665. He_;uffered from pain and
restlessness butas cheerful to the erahddied while attended by his daughtets.
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