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HENRY HANSON TURTON
1818 - 1887

Henry Hansorwas the last child born to Relsaac Turtorand his wife SarahHenry
wasborn Jul 5" 1818andbaptized Augz39 1818 at the Methodist Chapiel Bradfordby John
Watson.

Henryalsoattended Woodhoug8rove Schodl but onlyduring the years 1827 to 1831.
' He continued his education somewhetse andwvas ordained into the Wesleyan Ministry in
1839.

This same year, Henmarried Susannah Kirk, the daughof Joseph and Susannah Kirk
on Aug 26" 1839 at the parish church Saint Peter in Le&dSusannah was the younger sister of
Anne Linsley Kirk who married Henryos ol de
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Henry and Susannah began their married life by sailing to New Zealand aboard th
Triton. The followingexcerpts aréaken froma bookletentitled," The Voyage of the Triton", by
Nora Buttle.’

"The year 1839 marked one hundred years of active
Methodismin Britain. The yearly conference wals

held at Liverpool on Augustﬂfﬁ 1839 and the 500
memberdiscussed ways to celebrate the Centen
in a special way. A suggestion was put forth that
Conference use some of the special fund to purch
a ship. Pleas of assistance had been coming fic
the "brothers” in the field, mainly from New Zealand,,
andthe Polynesian Islands.
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A committee was formed and six men were appointed to leave for the Polynesian fields:
married men including Henry Hanson Turton and 3 single men.

£3,000 was dedicated to the purchaseao$hip with another £3,000 towards outfitting and
remodeling. ¢ € A two year old brigantine weighing 199 tons, named theofiritvas

p ur c h a$he @irdon had been used in the sugar trade in the West édiesas felt that
the Triton was an excellent dlee for navigating in shallow waters and around dangerous coral
reefs.

However the Tritonlackedsufficient cabin space so a lower deck was laid which allowed for the
additional needed room as well as extra cargo room. Special nautical equipment wlaasear
along with 3 sets of sails and several bolts of canvas with which to make or repair the currer
sails; three lower anchors and chains; two grapnels and three life boats. In addition to the
provisions which were to last for 12 to 14 months, and sacgsstores for up to a four year
voyage, there were many packages and belongings of the families.

The crew was carefully selected due to their sailing ability as well as their belief in the Methodis
Society and their interest in Missionary work. Theptaim, James Beatty was not only a
member of the Methodist Society but he was also married to the daughter of a Methodist minist
Rev. Yates.

The date of departure was fixed for Septemb& frdm Bristol but had to be delayed a day in
order for the Cafnin's wife to give birth. Mrs. Beatty would accompany her husband the

following day with an older child and their two day old bahywas on the 1% that the "blue
peter" was flying to let the passengers know it was time to salil.

As the ship pulledwaay from the shore, amidst cheering and waving, it was a very sad scene
aboard the Triton, as the passengers faced their loneliness, homesickness and fear. This v
soon forgotten when sesckness took over for the most of them and none of the curdsathat
been packed seemed to help: there was essence of ginger, essence of peppermint; sedlitz pow
brandy and others.

On the 14" of October the Triton arrived at Madeira Island and they were quite welcomed.
Brother Turton wrote in his journal of a rideken through the town. Six of the brethren, went
on horseback and as they set off each horse was accompanied by its Portuguese owner, hold
on to the horse's tail. " And | thought this was test of strength between man and steed, so | let
and we gHoped from one street to another, uphill and down, until the poor man exhausted,
began bawling most vociferously. | pulled in, thinking he was swearing!! And all the time he
was just afraid | was running away with his horse, and he was determined tdibasteare of

the tail! "

A typical day aboard the Triton, began at 8 a.m. with Morning Prayers, followed by breakfast
This consisted of strong burnt coffee, sad hot rolls, unpeeled potatoes, sea biscuits and cold s
beef. After breakfast if the woat permitted, the passengers could take turns strolling on the
deck. The ladies retired to their needlework, reading, writing letters to home and minding the
children. The men, retired to their cabins to study.
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The table was not large enough to seat all the passengers and so they took turns sitting on t
beds and the medicine chest. Brother Turton described his turn on the chest, "My wife and | s
on the medicine chest as being nearest to the centre of giad#ge of a lurch. This however,
found to be an inconvenient position as also being nearest to the cegteagffor being much
lower than the table and situated at the end of it, if the ship happened to gineen roll, we
were in danger of havgnthe whole contents of the table, liquid and solid, utensils and china all
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safely deposited in our lags

At 5 p.m. the bell rang again for prayers and at 7 p.m. tea was served along with a small bite t
eat and at 10 p.m. sharp all members needed to bed.

On the 3d of January, the Triton left some of the passengers and supplies at Cape Town. Whe
the Triton put to sea once more, there was considerable more room and less noise and confus
as some of the passengers had been left in Cape TovenTriftn and her passengers arrived
safely at Hokianga, North Auckland at 10 p.mMay 7" 1840.""

Henry and Susannah arrivedKaukaunaon May 7" 184Q andthey 'emained during the
year at Mangunguln 1841 Henry openedhe station at Aotea, whetbey remained for four
years. During this timetwo sors wereborn to them, GibsoKirke (1841 and Hanson (18). In
1845 they moved tdaranakiwhereHenry wago take ovefrom Rev C. Creed as missionary at
Ngamotu They remaine@t Ngamotuuntil 1856and wherewo more sons were born to them,
Wesley (1847) and Fletcher Kirk (1849

A week after Wesley was born, Henry wrote to a friend of his, Rev. J. Beechan, in
London to ask a favour of hitfi.

In the letterHenry mentions that their third son is only a fortnight old. Perhaps he
thoughtthat his wife could use some assistance tidir three small boys.

Nottoolongaf t er the birth of Fletcher, Susan

TURTON On21st October 1849 at the Mission House, New Plymouth,
Susanna, theife of the Re¥l. Hanson Turton, leaving four sons with
their bereavedather to lament her loss. Pious and useful in life,
she was peaceful aféppy in death, leaving the fairest assuce behind
that she is nowriumphant in glory
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