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Our Turton Roots

JOSHUA TURTON
c1719-1773

The earliest ancestor that we have been able to tracedmdkdin the village of Horbury, West
Yorkshire. Although te Horbury ParishRegistersdate as far back as598, there is norecord of a
baptism for Joshua Turtaand therefordieis probably baptized in another patish o s h namefisst
appear®n Apr30" 1741with hismarriage toAnn Smyth.' (ThenameSmyth (sometimes spelt Smitis)
found in the parish recds as early as 1650
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Anne6s p a$ngthdand AnnNéwsbnnwveralsomarriedin the Chapelry of Horbury on
Oct8"1713" As well as Anne Johnand Annhad three sonslosephBenjamin andSamuel anénother
daughtetheynamedRachel.

At the time Joshua and Ann were married, the village of Horbury was comprised of about 20(
familiesand Ife of the village revolved around the church.
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The firstand onlymention of what
occupation Joshua was involved in
was on May %1753, with the
registration of the burial dheir son
William, i 0 BJay 1753 William
Son of Josha Turton, Clothr,
buriedd”

Joshua and Ann had six children,
all sons. Only three of the sons
lived long enough to marryand
raise families; the other three sons
died at a young age.Joshua and
Ann were not blessed with any
daughters.

Joshua died in April 1773 andas buried omApr 30th 1773 in theold Horbury Cemetery
Because we donét know his birth ye abutlamsestimitiagv e
he was borsometime in the early 1720Bhis would make the
possibility of him being the child of Joshua aBliin Bailey
guite possible

Each parish had an Overseer of the Poor. Hig
responsibility was to see to the pptirose who were too old
or unhealthy and were unable to work and suppo
themselves There is an account in 1783 made by William
Craven, theOverseer of the Poor of Horburifor 6 farthings
to begiven to thewid. Turtond Then in1785,the amount of
8 farthings was given té&nn Turton | believethat this is
referring to the widow of Joshua Turton. If unable to support hestedfwoulchave needed some form
of assistance and it was up to the Church to provide'tisin died twelve yearkterat the age of 66n
1785 and was buridflec 111785 The ent r y AmaTEurton Widow butieddPawpd i

Although there is no record for either
Joshueor Ann, theywould have been buried
in theold Chapelry cemeteryii As  was u
in medieval and early burial grounds, these
were frequently raised, with the earlier
corpses often being disturbed. It is retmm
that an auger was kept at Wakefield parish
church for boring down in the churchyard
before new graves' were
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