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JOSHUA TURTON  

1744 ï 1801 

 

It is the second oldest son Joshua who interests us the most.  Joshua was baptized Jul 4
th
 1744 in 

the Chapelry of Horbury.
i
  Joshua would not have attended school as the first facility for learning was not 

introduced until 1786.  As early as 8 or 9 years old, he would have been sent to be an apprentice in some 

form of trade.  The Statute of Apprentices in 1563 forbade anyone to enter a trade unless he had served an 

apprenticeship.  From the burial registration of their son Joshua on Dec 24
th
 1797, we learn that Joshua 

was employed as a clothier.
ii
   

Joshua attended the local Chapelry in Horbury, and this is probably where he met Martha Nother.  

Martha, who also resided in Horbury, was the daughter of William Nother and Mary Heald.  Banns were 

published for their intended wedding on the Oct. 20
th
, 27

th 
and Nov 3rd 1765.  Then on the Nov 3

rd
 1765 

Joshua and Martha were married by James Norris.  Neither the bride nor the groom was able to sign their 

names, and therefore they both made their mark.
iii
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua and Martha had five children between them, 1 daughter and 4 sons. 

 Martha was buried Jun 13
th
 1774 in the Horbury cemetery.
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