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JOSHUA TURTON  

1744-1801 

Joshua, now a widower, married again, this time to Sarah (Hanson) Preston, a widow on Feb 25th 

1777 in the Chapelry of Horbury.  Sarah was the widow of Joseph Preston and had 4 young children ages 

9 through 15.  By now Joshuaôs children ranged in age from four to eleven.  After their marriage they had 

8 living children and they were to later have 2 between them.   

One of the puzzles of their marriage is that Banns of Marriage were first read on May 7
th
 & 12

th
 

by John Taylor, Curate of Horbury 1775
i
 ; but they were never signed.   

 

 

  

 

 

Almost two years later on Feb 25
th 

1777
ii
 the banns were read for the third time and this time 

Joshua and Sarah were married.  James Baildon and Joshua Roberts were the witnesses.  Both parties 

made their mark in front of J. Taylor the Curate of Horbury.  
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Joshua, at the age of 57, was buried Mar 8
th
 1801 followed by Sarah, eleven days later on the 19

th
 

at the age of 64.
iii
    

 

The entry reads, ñSarah Widow of Joshua Turton Clothier buried.ò  Joshuaôs sister-in-law 

Hannah Turton, wife of Benjamin was buried on February 21
st.iv

   One wonders if there was some virus or 

contagious illness that was causing so many people to die so close together.  
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