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CHILDREN OF JOSHUA TURTON & SARAH (HANSON) PRESTON

ISAAC TURTON (1777-1851):

The onlysurviving child born taJoshua and Saratas a son they named Isaac. He born on Sep
141777 and baptized in the Horbury Chapel on O8t1277!
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Little is known about the childhood of Isaac although | can assume that he would have bee
raised in avery Christianhomeas Isaac was sent to one of the first Sabksathools in Horbury. As
young as sixteen he beganfiarnestly seek the knowledge of salvatigriie remission of sitts Rev.
Thomas Hanson, |l saacds uncl e, encouraged and i
faith and in the forgiveness of sins through faith in the blood of atonement. Soon after his conversio
Isaac felt it © be his duty to call sinners to repentahce.

Isaacwas calledinto the regular ministry in 1798 and began his
ministerial career in Canterbuty. He was responsible for
several chapels and preachiagplaces, whichwere grouped

into a circuit systemHe was not attached to a specific church,
but served the circuit. Methodist ministers did not spend too
long in each parish and Isaac moved a year later to Kettering, in
1800 to St. Neotts, in 1802 to Sevenoaks, and in 1804 to Dover.

While Isaac was ta Rye, Sussex he made eth
acquaintance of Sarah Gibson. Sanahs the daughter of
Thomas and Mary Gibsamnd theyalso had a younger daughter
namedAnn.

Part Four: Isaac Turton & Sarah Gibson 41



OUR TURTON ROOTS

Isaac and Sarah were married JUll804" in Rye, East Susse¥.
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By the nextyear,Isaac ad Sarah had moved up to the Parish of Harwich in Essex County. It was
here on Aug 17th 1805, that Sarah gave birth to their first,chilthughter they named SatahiShewas
afterboth her mother and her paternal grandmother. The family stayed in Harwich long enough for thei
to have their second child, another daughter they christened Eliza, born ofi T8a64'

In 1807,the family moved to Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire, and their first son Josiah was
bornDec 7" 1807and christened on January™#808% On March 24 1809 a third daughter was born
and they named her Mary Afin.

Isaac, Saratand their four childken moved to Lancashire County to the parish of Rochdale. In
Rochdale, twins were born to Isaac and Sarah whom they named Isaac and Rebecca. The twins were |
on April 17th 1810 at the Methodist Chapel House and baptized on May 7th 1810 at theStleein
Chapelof Rochdale, Lancashire.Following the registrations of Isaac and Rebecca baptisms, were three
other baptisms performed by Rev. Isaac Turton.

The family remained for two years in Rochdale and then in 1811 moved to Manchester where
third son was born on October20811 whom they named JaBz.

After two years the family now grown to eight, moved in 1813 to Newcastle upon Tyne and ther
in 1815 to Hull. On June"61816 another sowas born to Isaac and Sarah and they namedhianles
Gibson Charles was baptized JUf,8.816" This was the first of their children to have been christened
with a second name.

In 1817, the family of nine moved to Bradford and Henry Hanson was born"™JaB18X" The
family remained in Bradford for threeears From here he went to Derby in 1822; Salford in 1825;
Leeds West in 1827 and York in 1829.

Sarah, in her own way carried the message of Methodism to the local residents. In Sketches of
Wesleyan Preachers, by Robert A. West, the following stdhghow the depth of her patience and
calling.
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ifRev. |l saac Turton was stationed there. [ saa
preacher's wife, eminently mindful of her own household, while she forgot not the necessities, bo
temporal and spiritual, of those around her, and whose praise is in all the churches to this day, had bee
very solicitous for the conversion of a bold and intelligent infidel, who, by his public addresses and othe
means, was leading many into the dark &rtlious paths of skepticism. Mrs. Turton was a faithful and
efficient tract distributor and this infidel's house was in her district. Unweariedly, and in spite of harsh
words, for nine successive weeks, she persevered in calling with her little messfepgace, and as
often did he refuse to admit it into the house, watching regularly for Mrs. Turton's visit, lest his wife, ol
some other member of the family, should be touched by the meek earnestness of the lady, and
persuaded to accept the tract. the tenth visit his resolution gave way. He permitted the tract to be left,
but persisted in declining to read it, or allow it to be read. The third or fourth, however, which was thus
left, was returned with a page turned dowra consultation was held tveeen the pious lady and her
husband, and two or three suitable books were sent by Mr. Turton to the neawhkéned infidel. In a

few days he voluntarily returned the visit which was at first so distasteful to him; conversation and praye
followed; andat Mrs. Turton's earnest solicitation he consented to attend at the Wesleyan Chapel on th
foll owing Sunday, when Mr. Newt on was to preac
to his promise, the relenting skeptic entered the chapel, andatgelat in the center of the body of the
house. All eyes were immediately turned upon him, and significant glances were exchanged between th
in the congregation to whom he was known. But to this observation the observed was indifferent; he w
lostinmeli t ati on. Mr . Newt on ascended the pulpit,
before the preacher had well entered upon his sermon he was leaning upon the front of the pew, with |
eyes intently fixed upon the speaker, eagerly drinking in ewerd that came from his lips, utterly
unmindful of the amazement of some in the congregation, to whom his character and person were w
known. , éé though he did not then obtain a cl e:
he went home; theemt morning he made a bonfire of his large collection of infidel books, became
subsequently truly converted, and an acceptable local preacher in the Methodist conn&ction. "

Isaac was made superintendent of one of the Leeds circuits. It was a vagyitngrfor him as
there were disturbances in the societigsHi s n o r favihg, geresitive mature, keenly suffered
during the tumult. At the same time he sat beside the bed of his dying wife. Sarah had been a wise :
affectionate counselaind guardian of his numerous families. She encouraged him with sympathy anc
stimulated him by her own devotion to the Methodist interests. When Sarah died on J4ni@2$,8
Isaacnevef ul 'y recovered from his griefo.
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Sarah waduried on January 2828 at St. P e tineRow 52, GtakieaSfiee37 in i n
Leeds Old Chapel” Sarah was only 52 years old.

One of the ways in which churches raised monies was to rent the pews to its members. Belo
shows Horbury Chapel, Old Church, pew no. 85 was rented to Isaac Turton, John Goodall and Thom
Cluntergate for 3£
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